» 
7+ - ws. 6 Las 
Newt 1c 


And Yer 


SE R M O 
PREACHED BEFORE THE 
RONGFASEE COUT - 
AND THE HONORABLE in 


. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTA T's 1 
dr Tug” © \F 


E TATE 
MASSACHUSETTS » TOs 
IN $0 Il 


N E/W- ENGLAND;. 
SF © » 2 


B08; D507, 
May 26, 1779. 


BEING THE ANNIVERSARY FOR THE ELt2TION 
Of THE HONORABLE COUNCLLE 


| By SAMUEL STILLMAN, A. M. 
ood of the Firſt Baptiſt Church in Bos+ oof 


$2 Fs | 5 
BOSTON, NEW-ENGLAND:, 
Printed by T. and ]. FLEET, in Cornhilly,; 4s 
| And, ]- GILL, in Court-Street, 
MDCCLXXIL. 


State of MAaS$AcHUsETT8-BaAY, 


In the Houſe of REPRESENTATIVES, 
May 26, 1779s 


N Motion, Ordered, That the Hono- 
"XZ rable General Warren, Mr. Thaxter 
and Mr. Davis of Boſton, be a Committee 
£0 return the Thanks of this Houſe to 


{delivered this Day before the rwo Houſes, 
-and ro requelt a Copy of the '{ame for 
\the Preſs. 


Extract from the Minutes, 


Samuel Freeman, Clerk. 
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"the Rev. Mr. Stillman, for his Sermon 


Marr. w_ hen 


Then hay he unto them, K ender The F- or 
unto Ceſar; the things. that are: Cz, lars. 
{ aud unto. God, tbe things 1Dbt are s Lode. 


£ 230b 
H E Rhuriſecs; who,' mn appearan | ors 
1 the ftrifteſt religious ſetamong the: 
: . -0bferving\the growing repuration\ef'the 
Son of \ God, and finding” that he had: eelipted 
their glory, took counſel how” rhey mightanran- 
gle him in{his talk. 'A-condu& this that<is-re- 
pugnant to, every principte-of genuine” relfgion: 
But'thoſe men who - are- determined *upon'their 
own aggraridizement, are ſeldom ſcrupulousaþout” 
the means of obtaining it. Hence" theſe p=nbis 
tious religioniſts ſent out to him their diſc'#les, 
with the Herodians, men | fit for their putgole,” 
ſaying, in the language of hypocriſy and inſult; 
Mafeer, we ' know that thou art true, and teacheſft * 


wo FN F 
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the way of God m truth, neither careft thou for 


men. Tell us therefore, what thinkeft thou ? Is 
it lawful to give tribute funto Ceſar, or not ? 


THE Jews entertained an extreme averſion to 
the Gentiles, and, could not. be brqughe $0 ſub- 
mit to 'x heathen-magiſtrate but with great refuc- 
tance, and through abſolute neceſſity. 


- Ir$E Phariſees "Therefore, judging of 6ur 
"bleſſed Lord by their own ſentiments and feel- 
"ings, ſuppoſed that by this queſtion, they ſhould 
extort ſomething tro Mtn Jefdodibry to Czlar's 
honor ; or_that -would. ſubjet him to an im- 
achmcnt as an enemy _to the Roman govern- 
v ment...” But 'he "taketh* the - wiſe' Ih'-their own 
craftinels — Shew me, ſaid he, the)trebute maney. 
And they brought him a penny. _ And he ſaith 
unto: them, whoſe 14 this image and fuperſcription? 
They. ay! unto. bun Ge/ars.. Then. faith he gnto 
them Renger thereforewunto Ceſar, the things that 
are Cafars: and unto. Gd, the things that are 
Gods: Upon their, being thus defeated in their 
infamous attempt,:they, marvelled; and went theirs 
way-to-report- to their malters their bumiliatin 
diſappointment :; for Chriſt had faid nothing in 
his reply to them, which Caſar bimſelf would 
not approve. 


IT. is.a matter of very little conſequence to us 
on-this :occaſion, which of the Czfars was on the 
throne at the time referred to.in the text; becauſe 


the. 


| any man: for thou regardeſt nt the perſon of \ 


counties The people wefe hari 1 
to render ſuch obedience 'to''Cafar;'or 6: Neel 
magiſtrate, as wovld be conſiſtent with the natu« 
rit and the'civil rights of den, arid" the oBlipa-: | 
tions they 'wete under © thiarrolt! "God. Iris 
Firtaſoati'eg ſuppofe' that He mieant'to 1 t 
cate arly 7 3 bfeationt thin tis." Beſidesy; 
addrels? is operly* guarded! *"Retider thete” G 
fore to Colat: the things that are Cefart.” That _ 
1s, thoſe thibgs which "he" may, lawfully elditn.? 
Whar-theſe'Were® on? Ford. does; not aſtete In. 
Nor is it neceffary that we'ffiould}'as' they Tem 
to Czar and his ſubje&ts, I ſhall therefore-pro- 
ceed to apply this-facred paſſage to ourſelves +in. 
oyr preſent lituation,. by . con{idering,. i 
E>"WHAThIRAYTES ate which"the Prage: 
owe tothe” civil” magiſtrate. 


{Ih TH B Hoes. of- the magiſtrate the people. 
: And then, Beal 


"i: COR Tt to draw, the-line had tae. 


things that belongs to. Caſar,: and theſe- 
things that belong to God. 
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oh 'We are firlt to. enquire, what, thoſe. Sn I 
afe which the people oye to the civil magiſtrate2: 


I apprehend|that.this queſtion implies another, 
which' is previouſly neceſlary to: be WRT Es 
viz, . How came. the ,men-. whom. we. call m 


piktrates, with ay power at all over the people . 
| Were. 


oils 
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An. EleFion Sermin. 


"Were thy: born; to govern? Have they art highet 
original-chat other men'? Or, ds they claim the 
ſovereignty jure dirvino? - 11 | 


"Tat time; has been. when  the;divine right of 
s ſounded from :;the. pulpit andthe. preſs ; 


and, when . the ſacred, name of. religion was 


broughe -in, to. ſanQify the; moſt horrid ſyſtems 
of deſpotiſm. and cruelty, —Burt. bleſſed be God, 
we live-in 2a\more_ happy 4r4, in which the great 


-principles of liberty. are. better underſtood; With 


us it.is a #r// and a fundamental principle, that 


' God made: all men, equal. 


& 


"* NoTHtng is more, evident, fays a great 
writer, | thin that creatures of tlie ſame ſpecies 
Ind rank, promiſcuouſly born to all the fame ad- 


Fvantages of nature, and the, uſe of the ſame-rfacul- 


ries, ſhould alfo be equal une: amongſt - apotber 
without ſubordination or ſubjeRion, unleſs the 


4 'Lord and maſter” of *them' all ſhould, by any 


manifeſt declaration of his will, ſet 'one- above 
another, and confer on him, by an evident and 
clear appointment, an undoubted right to donli- 
nion and ſovereignty.” * y 


-UNnT1r. ſuch 2 declaration of the divine will 
ſhall'be (produced; 'we oupht firmly to malatain 
the' natural equality! of all men. 


"AND as they, ate equal, ſo they ate likewiſe in 
a'ſtite of entire freedom. Whatever they poſſeſs 
is their own; to be diſpoſed of ſolely agreeable 

At FM to 

_ 33-* Locke, 


| An Ele@ion Sermoh. « 


to their own will. Nore have a right to claim 
any part of their property, to' diſturb _cheny in} 
their poſſeſſions, or_to demand ſubjeMion itt.any 
degree whatever, while they a& conſiſtent zvith 2 
the law of nature. He who attempts t4' do 
either, is an uſurper, puts himſclf into a ſtats of 
war, and may be oppoſed as a common high 
wayman. Xs 


. 
. 


Ir we admit the truth of theſe principley,:we 
come by at eaſy tranſition to the foundatior! of 
civil ſociety, viz. The' conſent of the people. for 
if men pre equal by nature, it muſt depend 
enurely upon themſelves, whether they will zhn- 
tinue in their natural condition, or exchange iz or 
a ſtate of civil government. Conſequently the 
{overcignty; reſides originally in the people. i 

| Hb, 

As their leaving a ſtate of nature for a Nate. of 1 
civil ſociety} is a matter of their own choice, fo 
they are equally free to adopt that form of 5 
vernment which appears to them the moſt elitt- 
ble, or the beſt calculated ro promote the hej 
pincſs of themſelves and of their poſterity.” = 


WHICH is the beſt form of civil governmerg? 
1s a queſtion of the firſt magnitude to any people; 
and particularly to us, who have lately conſiderre 
this weighty| matter ; and who expe, at ſore 
future period, finally to determine it. —May th-it 
God by whom all- human' events are controleh, 
inſpire my fellow-citizens with that wiſdom the 
ſhall 'be profitable to dire ! - 

| | WR 
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FRoM the premiſes, the following is a natural 
concluſion—That the authority of the civil mas 
g:ftrate ts, under God, derrved from the people. 


Ix order therefore to determine with accuracy, 
what the powers of the civil magiſtrate are, and 
alfo the duties that the pcople owe him, we muſt 
have recourſe to the conſtitution ; by which, in 
all good governments, the authority of the for- 
" mer, and the rights of the latter are determined 
with preciſion. 


THAT it ſhould be fo, is a diftate of common 
© ſenſe. For upon a ſuppoſition of the contrary, 
# how ſhall rulers or ſubje&ts determine their re- 
pective obligations ? 


FRoM hence atiſes, in my view, the indiſperi- 
* fable neceſſity of a BiLL or R1GnTs, drawn 
| up in the moſt explicit language, previouſly to 
* the ratification of a conſtitution of government ; 
which ſhould contain its fundamental principles, 
and which no perſon in the tate, however dig- 
nified, ſhould dare to violate but at his perit. 


As we arte at preſent without a fixed form of 
government, 1 ſhall treat the fubje& rather ac+ 
cording to my wiſhes, than the 'prefent ſtate of 
things. For the conſtitution ought at lealt to 
have a general exiſtence in idea, before the reci- 
- procal duties of magiſtrates and people can be 
aſcertained. 

| DOME 
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SOME of thoſe principles which, I wording 4 
may be called fundamental, have been mentioned ; 
ro which | beg leave to ſubjoin, 22 Ps 


THAT the great end for which men ds 
to a ſtate of civil ſociety, is their own advantage.” 


That civil rulers, as they derive their autherity | 
from the people, ſo they are accountable to them | 
for the of they- make of it— 


That ele&ions ought to be free and frequent'> | 


That repreſentation ſhould be as «qual | as, 
poſlible— Sz 


vt 
a 


Thar as all men are equal by nature, ſo when 
they enter [into a ſtare y civil government, they . 
are entitled preciſely to the ſame rights. ard - 
privileges ;|-or to an equal degree of pPolyirg 
happineſs— 


That ſome of the natural righrs of. mankih 
are unalienable, and ſubje& -to- no control "but - 
that of the Deity. Such are the /SacrERt 
RicHTs of. ConsclENCE.  Which-in a ſtate” 
of nature, \and of civil ſociety; are exaRtly, the"; 
ſame. | They, can neither be parted with 2P } 
controled, by any human authority whatever? 5 


Attempts of this kind have been.repeatesly 
made by an ambitious clergy, aſſiſted by role ge] 
deſporic principles, The conſequence. of whith | 
has been, that crowds of the'beſt members i Y 
ſociety have been "reduced to this dreadful ales” 
native, either to offend God and violate the 3; 
tates of their own minds, or to die at 2 ſtake.—s: 
B 2 ct 
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| perpetual— 


from him without his adhiſenc; given either in 
4 perſon, or by his repreſentative— 


| That no laws are. obligatory on. the people, 
but thoſe - that have obtained a. like ſy 1 
or are ſuch laws of any force, if, .. proceeding 
from a corrypt majority of the legiſlature, they 
are incomparible\.with the fundamental prince 
ples of the government, and tend.ro ſubycrr it. 


| 
| 
4 
| 
WF ©* ALL human things have an end; ſays a fen- 
} ſible writer, the ſtate we are ſpeaking of (meaning 

Great-Britajn) will loſe its hiberty, will periſh, 
| Have. not” Rome, Sparta and Carthage periſhed ? 
| Tt will periſh when the legiſlative power ſhall. be 
n Jmore. corrupt than the executive.” T 

\ 


LeT-uscabour: eye to "the land of "our" fa 


T7 ed, and we ſhall- find ithat' ſhe now! totters on 
[hehe briok of a' moſt dangerous precipice. And 
that: ſhe: hath been brought into her preſent de- 
Pioreale: ſituation. by/a venal majority. 


Sou of that, people Foreſaw their cataſtrophe 
prog with haſty ſtrides ; they. petitioned 
Tc nonſtrated., And. ſeveral. excellent things 


rad + AY 


tion and their injured, rights; but all, was.in vain. 


1 
: Montefquiey. oh 


; That the - He. of tria] by jury ought to. be 


That no man's property can, of right, be taken 


{*# thers; to the kingdony from whence we deſcend- 


_ publiſhed” in vindication of their. conſtitus' 
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Trax very men who were appointed the guage? 
dians and con/ervators of the rights'of the'peophy 
have diſmembred the Empire'; and by repeatsÞ: - 
a&s of injuſtice and oppreſſion; have'forced'tror# 
the boſom of their parent courftry,, millions: tt 
Americans, who might have been drawn by 
hair, but "were not to be--drivert by" all tz 
thunder of \Britain. n TY 


A few ſoft words: would have® fixed the j&t: 
her intereſt,” and have turned away” that'wratly 
which her cruel condu@t! had inkindted/ Thy 
ſameneſs of religion,” of: lavguage and of 'man.# * 
ners, together with intereſt; that powerful motive; 
and a recolletion of thar reciprocation' of © 'king 
offices which had long prevailed, would” hav: 


IT can afford the 'inhabitants* of that 
happy country, no cohfolation” iti their py | 
threatning condition,” that'it hath* been brought? 
on' with all ' the formetlity of law. Rather thit 
cigcumſtance| adds ito (the calamity,” ſeeing | 
men. who ſhould have ſaved them, have betray 
them. 
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the incquality* of their repreſentation, and the 
* baſe methods that are uſed in their'clettions of 
members of the houſe of Commons, together 
with the length of time they are ſuffered to 
continue in their places. | 


* Ir they are choſen for a long term, by a 
part-only of the ſtate ; and if during that term 
they are ſubje&t to no control from their con- 
ſtiruents; the very idea of liberty will be loſt, . 
and the power of chuſing in conſtituents be- 
comes nothing but a power lodged: in a few, 
to chuſe, at certain periods, a body of Maſters 
for themſelves and for the reſt of the community. 
And'if a ſtate is ſo ſunk that the body of its 
repreſentatives are eleted by a handful of the 
meanelt perſons in it, whoſe votes are always 
paid for ;F-and-if alſo there is a higher will: on 
which even theſe mock repreſentatives themſelves 
depend, and that dire&s their voices : . In theſe 
+ circumſtances, it will be an abuſe of language to 
fay that | the ' ſtate poſlefles liberty.” This 
appears to be a juſt deſcription of the preſent 
ſtate of the country, from which we deſcended. | 
| SUCH 


+— 2D. EOTIRASISe Odd - . <7” oO Ae ESI at Mares 4 ns 1 es en 


| 
zreat-Britain, conſiſting of near fix millions of inhabitants, 
$723 perlons, moſt of them of the Joweſt of the people, el:@ 
- one half of the Houſe of Commons ; and 464 votes chuſe a 
ninth part. This may be ſeen diſtintly made .out in the 
Political Diſquiſitions, Vel. 1. Book 2. Ch. 4 —Dr. Price. 


+ They who buy their places will /e// the people, for they mean 
to make ſomething by tbe bargain. 


An Elkton Sermon, | 


SUucH an inſtance affords us many imporn 
leſſons ; and calls upon us to: guard as much : 
poſſible, in our beginmng, againſt the corrup 
of human nature. We ſhould leave nog 
human virtue, - that can be provided: for by 
or the conſtitution: The. more we truſt 'in the 
hands of any man, the more. we try his virtues, 
which, | at ſome fatal hour, may. yield "to: 's 3 
| temptation.; and the people diſcover their errotz? 
when it is too late to prevent the miſchief. F 

Ur oN the truth of the principles advancedy) 
I obſerve, That the authority of the magiſtrati;; 
is derived from the people by confent—rthat it i 
limited and fubordinate—and that ſo long at: 
he exerciſes the power with which he is veſted; 
according .to the original compa, the peoph: ; 
owe him- reverence,  6bedience and ſupport.  **: 
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INSPIRATION teaches us to grve honor. t 4. 


m honor W ; 76 ; 
who ,. fear to whom fear wn 


WHEN any men are taken from the commot?- 

rank of citizens, and are entruſted with the: 
powers of government, they are' by that a&: 
ennobled. Their eleQion implies their perſonal” 
merit, and Is. a public declaration of it. For-it; 
is taken for granted, that the people have been”. 
influenced in their choice by worthineſs of cha-s? 
rater, and not by family-conneQions, or other, : ' 
baſe motives, They are therefore - intitled to 2 4: 
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| who, while they 


An Ekfion - Sermon: 


gertain degree of reſpe&t from their conſtituents ; 
ther” due reverence; will 
feel + it reflected upon themſelves, becauſe they 
bear: their commiſhon: - Both intereft and duty 
oblige them-/ to. | reverence ''the powers. that 
be; It 332 their duty: in conſequence of their 
own appointment. And their intereſt, 'be- 
eavſc |the! good of the» commmnity depends 
much vpon 1t.- For as far as any of the citizens 
vnjuſtly: depreciate the-merir of rulers, fo far they 
leflen the energy of government, and put it out 
of their power to: promote! the public good. 


""WrTH reverence to'the perſon of the magi- 
ſkrate, we: conne& , obedience to his authority : 
Such obedience as is compatible with the prin- 


ciples. already laid down. The term government 
implies. this. /ubordination,  which- is eſſential to 


— Its very cxiltence, 


W WHEN therefore any perſons riſe in oppoſi- 
tion to ſuch authority, they are guilty of a moſt 
daring offence. againſt the State; becauſe, as far 
as it prevails, it-tends to deſtroy the ſocial com» 
paQt,. and. to introduce confulion and every evil 
work. Conſcquently, 


IT is the duty of the people to ſupport the 
mapiftrate; im the due execution of the laws, 
againſt ſuch, and all other offenders. To chule 
men to office, and -not to ſupport them - in the 
execution of-it, is too great an abſurdity, one 
would think, co find any abettors, 

THERE 


Ar E181 $45 


TirzRt is alſo a Preuniary ſupport * tick the 
magiſtrate hath a right to receive from his colts 
ſtirvents; It is moſt reaſonable that thoſe pis 
ſons whoſe time and abilities are devoted to, ms : 
ſetvice of their country, ſhould be. amply pt; | 
vided for while they are, thus engaged: He 
compenſation {Would be adequate to. the ſervice ; 
they render. the State. Let it be ſofficient, 6d, 
Hor redundant; 1900 


Writs ſpeaking of that ſag which 
ervants of government are- entitled to, I bee 
[eave' to mention thoſe brave men of every rankz: © 
who compoſe our” army. They have Reppeez. 
forth' in' the. hour of danger, have exchange&) 
domeſtic eaſe and happineſs for the hardſhips ont 
the camp, —have repeatedly fought ; and- many: 
of them have bled in the cauſe of their countryt.” 
Of their importance'no man can be igngrant. 
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Wir deference to this venerable al:mbly; A 

I am conſtrained to obſerve, That our firſt .At- Je 

tention* is dne to*them ; becauſe, under God; BY 
they have been, now are, and we truſt will be . 
our * deferite.” For them let us make the -moſt ::- 
* 

ample proviſion, and reſt aſſured of their molt ::; 

vigorous exertions, to defend and- ſave theit + I? $4 

country. 
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Bur, it is time to paſs:to the +> 

\ v; 

It: :Cons1Dtnarion of the duties of the 4 i 
magilttate to the: people. 4 
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As a free government is founded-in. confif@, 
# the parties concerned in it_ are conſequently Jaid 
under mutual obligations. Theſe, it hath been 


* it follows, that the rulers of the people ought 16 
together with the different laws of the State. 


| \abilities, whether they are called to att ins le- 
| piſlative, or exccutive department. 


IT is taken for granted, that. the: rulers of 
the people will not forget the ſource of their 
power, *nor the deſign of their appointment, to 
- office —— that they have no authority but; what 
$' they derived from the people ; who,from a con- 
fidence in them, that refles great honor. on 
them, have put it into their hands, with this ſole 
view, —That- they. might thereby, promote. the 
zood of the community. 


FWHETHER this 'great end is accompliſhed 
: by the exerciſe of the authoricy of civil ru- 
lers, the people are to judge ; with whom/ the 
powers of government originate, -and who! muſt 
know the end for which they entruſted them 
in the” hands of any of their fellow-citizens. 
This right of judging of their conduR, implies, 
that it lies with them either to cenſure or ap- 
prove it. 


Trnxsz conſiderations are happily calculated 
to prevent the abute of power, which has already 
happened 


J 


7 aid, arc Near ian by the conſtitution,” It lo, + / 
"make themſclves thoroughly acquainted with it, | 


Therefore, they ſhould be men of leiſure and 


—_— 
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happened /in repeated inſtances. And of whie 
there ever will be danger, while mankind 1 
10'their- preſent ſtate 'of Caged xk 


man, tends to tyranny ; and an undue att: * 
ment to perſonal intereſt, may iſſue in fra 1; 
or in an accumulation of offices, which .in their 
own nature are incompatible wich each other z 
arid ,which no man, let his abilities be what 
may, can diſcharge with - honor to himſelf, xnd 
advantage to his country. 4: 


| « A FAITHFUL ruler will conſider binſelf. i a 
eruſtce of the public, and that he is account & 
both to God and to the people for his behave 
| in his office. He will therefore be vety catg! 

nor to involve himſelf in more public bulize 


than he can perform with fidelity. 


IT would have a happy tendency to ret 

the dury of the magiſtrate caly and ſucceſ; ol, 
| were he to. cultivate an intimate acquaiaty 446 
with the genius and tempers of the- people; ver 
] whom he preſides. By ſach an acquiſitiogy If 
pruJſent, he would be capable of purſuing! | 
mote of condut, that would not fail of gairing 
hi n the affetions and confidence of his lubji? 
he importance of which is felt- evident, pf 


He who ruleth over men, ſays David, mu, Fi 
ja#lt ruling in the fear of God. In his- exe 
{tacivn, he ſhould go before the people as; 


exampl iy 


| | «< ” - i. d \ : % 4 * n : sf ad . 
a 
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Feximple of every moral-virtue,; and as @ bearty 
Ffriend of that conſtitution of government which, 
© he hath ſworn to proteft. To the meaneſt ;of 
# the people he ſhevid a the part of a political 
Sfather, by ſecuring to them the full enjoyment of 


Hook that juſtice is not delayed, nor the laws 
executed with partiality. But that all thoſe, 
/ho united in cloathing him with the authority 
dt the magiſtrate, may uninterruptedly enjoy that 
qual hberty, for the ſecurity of which they cn*- 
Sered into a ſtate of civil ſociety. Thus will be 

as the light of the morning when the ſun r4- 
th, even a mormnug without clouds, 


THERE are many things that belong to thig 
art of the ſubje&. Such as, That the people 
ave a right to expe that: the honorable their 
Tivlers, 'will by all lawful means in” their power 
{ incourage agriculture and commerce—endeavor 
Th fuppre/s vice and immoralitz, *—lend all ner 
- (4 cellary 


Had this ſentence been duly attended te at the time 
the ſermen was delivered, the following otj:- &ion, 
which ſome of wy friends have made, viz. ** Thar vpon 
| the principles contained in the ſermen, the civil-m: gi. 
 ftrate owght not to exerciſs his authority. to ſp; reſt 
as of imaorality ;** I ſay,had what is (aid above been 
roperiy obſerved, this objection had been ſuperiteded. 
mmoral a&tions properly come uvrder the cognizance of 
| civil relers, who are the guardiars of the peace of ſcei. 
ety. But then I beg leave to obſerve in the were's cf 
| Biſhop Warburton, © That the mapilirate puniſhes no 
bad oftiers, xs fins or cfferces agairft Grd, but only as 
+ crimes ipjuricus to, or baving a malignnt irflu-nce cn 
 Cooteiy,” Is this, view of the matter he keeps wife 'n 
the line of his own department. 
"oh | > 4 


- \ 
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ite, liberty and property. To him they are 40- 


yp "An Elio; Sermon. 


eeffiry iſſtince 'ro our ſchools and college: ' 


being 2 matter of high political importance, N 
knowledge ſhould be diffuſed through the S&4 


" WI , C 4- | 
amongit all ranks'of men, The propagatior-of, | 
lirerature is connefte with the Tecyrity of Fzte 


dom.  Tgnorance in politicks as well as in 4 
gion, is fatal ih its tendency. 


THrtsE ſubjets have been often conſiders 
with great ability and addrefs, on theſe anniyeh>. 
ſarics. Therefore I forbear to, enlarge an theth, 
and reſerve the remainder of my 'time for the 
conſideration' of a point of * peculiar delicact 7” 
and of the greateſt importance to the happine-ws 
of my country, Viz. 


II. To attempt to draw the line between, 1 


things that belong to Ceſar, and thoſe things - 
that belong to God. Watts 
\ 


To this enquiry Iam, naturally led by. thi 
text. Render, therefore to Ceſar the things that 
are Ce/ar's : and\unto God the things iFo are 524 
God's. © Tris 'moſt evident in this pallage, thats 
there arc ſome things which Ceſar, or 'the ma? 
piſtrate, cannot of, right demand, nor the, peg-K 
ple"yicld. The addreſs bas ic's. limits. To ,de-5 
termine what thele are, was neyer mote _necellary*# 
to the people of theſe UxIiTED STATES, than * © 
it 1s at preſent.” We are engaged in a moſt. im- #. 

portant conteſt ; not for rowER, but FREEDOM, ; 
We” mean not to change our matters, but to ſe-. + 


cure to ourſelves, and to generations yet unborn, \ 


. 
% 
k 
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e perpetual enjoyment of civil and religious 
erty, in their fulleſt extent, 


"Fr becomes. us 24S to ſettle this. moſt 
Eocighry matter in our different forms of govern- 
# ment, in ſuch a manner, that no. occaſion may 
# be left in future, for the violatica of the all-ims 
2 tin rights of conlcience. 


\ 
: 

1 
\ 


—* T eſteem it, ſays the juſtly celebrated Mr. 
J.ocke, above all things, - neceflary to diſtinguiſh 
exactly the bulincſsof civil government from that 
.of religion, and to fettle the juſt bounds that lie 
berween the one and the other. If this be nor 
done, there can be no end put to. the contro- 
verſics that will be always ariſling between thoſe 
that have, or at leaſt pretend to have, on 'the 
one fide, a concernment for the intereſt of men's 
ſcels, and on the other lide, a care. of the com 


non wcalth, 


F«® The common wealth ſcems-to. me to be a 
ſociety of men conſtituted only for the procu- 
ring, preſcrving, and advancing their own cival 
Ts | 


" Ervtk intereſts 1 call life, liberty and health — 
and thepcfi.flion of outward things, fuch as mo- 
ney, lands, houſcs, furniture, and the like.— 


*Now that the whole juriſdiftion of the ma- 
giſtrate reaches only. ro theſe civil concernments, 


- . and hes all civil FONG right and dominion, is 
4 Ba bounded 
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bounded and confined to the only care — 
moting theſe things; and that it ncither mw 1 
ought | in any manner to'be extended ro ther ule £ 
vation of ſouls, theſe” following con iderat Won. 
ſeem to'me abundanily to demonſtrate,: _ *% # 


*Fre $7, Becauſe the care of ſouls is not, 
niitred to the Civil magiſtrate anymore that - 
other'men! "Tr js nor cominitted to him, 1'%y 
byGod ; becauſe ir appears. not that God hasfwe 
given any ſuch authoricy to one man, over @o 
ther, as to compel any one to his.religion, Nor 
can any ſuch power be yelted in the magiſt ate 
by the conſent of the people ; becauſe no wan. 
can fo far\abandon the care of his own [at- 
tion, as blindly ro leave ir to the choice of py 
other, whether prince or fubjc, to preſcrib( 20, 
him what faith or worſhip he ſhall embrace. wor. 
no'man can, if he would, conform his fairh>to . 
the diftates'of another: | All the life and- owe 5 
of true refigion confiſts' in the inward wy {Ml 
perſuaſion of the mind”; and faith is not 4: 
without believing. i : 


* In the ſecortd place, The care of ſouls canger. 
belong to the-*civil mapiltrate, becauſe his Po wer 
conſiſts only in outward force '; but true: ak | - 
ſaving religion conliſts in the inward perſualion 
of the mind,” without which nothing. can. be. 40: | 
ceptable to God. And fuch is the nature of the. 
underſtanding, that ir cannor be compelled. bS 
eny thing by outward force, — 
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S | © Iv the third Place; The care of the ſalvation 
| 16f men's ſouls' cannot elong tothe. civil magiſ-, 
4 | rate ;, becauſe, though the. rigaur. of. laws/and 
$ | the” force., of penalties: were capable co convince 
q '#nd' change men's miads, yet: would ,.not that 
help ar alto the ſalvation of their ſouls. For, 
there being .byt one truth, one. way: to- Heaven ; 
8 IWHat hope'is there that more men, would be led 
$ [ihto'"it; if they bad no other rule to follow. bur 
Ihe religion,of the court, and were put underthe 
F ineceffit) to quit the light of. their own reaſon; 


$\ 
; 8 | 4 


th. v 
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4 blicdly" tclign vp/chemſclvcs 16.the will of 
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n-the variety and coneradiction. of opinions. in 
eligion, wherein the princes of the! world areas 
patrow way would be much ſtraitgried ;-,0ne 
- country alone would be in_ the right,” and. all the 


lowing. their princes. in the ways that, lead .to 
Jeſtruftion © And what heightens the a ſurdity, 
and very ill ſuits the notion - of a Deity, men 
ould owe their eternal happineſs or miſery. to 
the-places of their nativity. 


: | 4 * ' Fy pI bd 
* THESE: conſiderations, .to omit many others 


A me ſuthcient to. conclude. that all the 


Jivil intereſts, is confined to the care of the 
4 | things 


Pn gt ROSIE SET (STS 5 $4 CBE , 
*to oppole the diftates of t ir own conſciences,. 


7 % w3$&$3483-X bagt7 "-L:g-- 4 | s » q. * . . : 
heir governors, and to the religion which cither; 
gnorance, ambition or ſuperſtition, had. chanced,; 
ſtabliſh in the countries where they were born F 


wel "divided" as” in their ſecotar fnrereſts, the, 


|  Ref-of ihe wortd put under; an, obligation. of fol-.. 


har might have-been urged'to the ſame purpoſe, 


ower 'of civil government relates only, to men's- 
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things of this world, and hath nothing. te, ds 
with the world to cone.” * Y 


THzst' ſentiments, I humbly conceive,” 7Y 
honot to their: author, and diſcover a true great- 
neſs and liherality of mind ; and are calculfyed 
properly to limit the power of civil talers, 
to ſecure't9 every man the ineſtimable rights 
private judgment. | 


=% 
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Tuty are alſo perfettly agreeable to). 5x'- 
fundamental principle of government, whichWe 
univerſally admit. Woe ſay, That the powerapf * 
the croil magiſtrate i is derived from the peopi d:3 
If ſo, it follows that he can neither have. mat.) 
nor. any other kind of power than they had p 
pive. 


Tre power which the people commir into 8 - 
hands of the magiſtrate, is wholly confined #8” 
the things of "this world. Other power . thaw © 
this they have not. Thty. have” not the leat © 
authority over the conſciences of one anothe | ; 
tior over their own conſcichces {o as to aliena, ; 
them, or ſubjeR them to the cortronl of the fs © 
vil magiltrate | in, matters. of religion, in whic®) | 
every man 1s perſonally intereſted ; arid eoncernd * 
ing which every*man obght to be fully perſuade! 
ed in his owt) mind; and to follow it's ditareg,; - 
at all hazards, becauſe he is to account for bink .* 
elf art the PID {cat of Chriſt. ” 

D 
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SEEING then that the people have no: power 
that they can commit into the hands of the 
magiſtrate, but that which-rclates to the good of 

civil ſociety, it follows that the magiſtrate can 
have no other, becauſe he derives his authority 
# from the people. - Such as the power of the peo- 
4 plc i Is, ſuch mult be the power of the magiltrate. 


To theſe obſervations I beg leave to add, that 
the Fingdom of * Chrift is not of this world, By 
' his kingdom we mean his church, which is alto- 
1 gerner ſpiritual. Its origin, government and þ re- 

fervation are entirely of him, who hath upon 
# his veſture and upon his thigh written, Kine 
of Kings, AND LorkD of LokDs. 


T*# Txt doftrines that we are to believe, the 
F3 dutics that we are to perform, the officers who 
T3 arc to ſerve in this kingdom, and the laws by 
$7 which -all its ſubjeAs are to be governed, we 
"® become acquainted with by the oracles of. God, 
- which are the chriſtians :nfallible direRory : To 
"which he is bound to yield obedience, at the 


[ \ rilque of his reputation and life, 

Il 

| the care of the magiſtrate, _ but - the falva- 

| ' tion of their ſouls hey ſcek in the kingdom 
"L of Chriſt, 


Tarr who enter into this kingdom do.it vo- 
lJantarily, with a defign, of promoting their ſpi- 
ritual intereſts. Civil affairs they reſign to 
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Tarts kingdom does not in any refpe&ts ibter- 
fere with civil government; rather tends t@pro+» 
mote its peace and happineſs, becauſe its ſutj<Ats.” 
are taught to obey magiſtracy, and to lead je 
able and quiet lroes in s all godlineſs and hangfty. 


atÞ., 


EL 
Tas ſubjects of ha kingdom of Chriſt, Yaim 
no exemption from the juſt authority of. the 
magiſtrate, by virtue of their relation t6 its 
Rather they yield a ready and chearful obedjzn 
not only for wrath, but alſo for conſciencegj 
And ſhould any of them violate the laws of 
ſtate, they arc to be puniſhed as other ment, 
THrry- exerciſe no ſecular power, they fa 
no temporal penaltics upon_ the . perſvps of.one 
another. All their-pungſhments are /paratual. 
Their weapons arc not carnal, but mighty through 
God. 'They -ule no other force than that of: 
reaſon and argument to reclaim delinquenis;nor 
are ſuch perſons to be. puniſhed for contint 


incorrigible, in any other way than by reapke,, 
or cxclulion. 


are without ? do ye- not judge them Ww bOare 
within ? . 


Taz ſubje&s of this kingdom are bourtd by 
no laws 1 In matters of religion, . but ſuch as they 


A 
& 


h 
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and head of his church. - All buman laws in-this 
; reſpe& are inadmiſſible, as being unneceflary, 
and as implying @ groſs refleRtion .on' our Lord 
$ Jeſus Chriſt, as though be was cither unable, or 
"unwilling to provide for his own intcreſt-in the 
# world. Nor will he ſtand by an idle ſpeRator, 
# of the many encroachments that have been 
# made on his ſacred prerogative, by the powers 
F of the world, 

3 SHOULD the moſt dignified civil ruler become 
a member of his church, or a ſabjc& of his 
'4 ſpiritual kingdom, he cannot carry the leaſt de- 
gree of his c:vi{ power into it. In the church 
£3 he is as any other menyber of it, entitled to: the 
& fame ſpiritual privileges, and bound-by the-ſame 
laws. The authority he has derived from the 
ſtate, can by no means be extended to the king- 
dom of Chriſt, becauſe Chriſt is the only ſource 
of that power, that is to be cxerciſed in 'It. 


11IT may be ſaid, That religion is of importance 
*to the good of civil ſociety, therefore the magi- 
ſtrate ought to encourage it under this idea. 


_ 
7 
4 
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+ Ir js readily acknowledged, that the intrinfic 
excellence and bepeficial effefts of true religion 
- are ſuch, that\every man who is favored with the 
chriſtian revelation, ought to befriend it. It has 
the promi/e of the life that now 1s, and of that 
which is to come. + Apd there are many ways 10 
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yecejve. from+Chriſt, 'who is the only Jawgiver 
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in a perfe& agreement with the nature 9 
Eingdom of Chriit, and the rights of con ; 


As a man he is perſonally intereſted lat 
everlaſting ſalvation is at ſtake. Theref Met 
ſhou'd ſearch the ſcriptures for himſelf, and: fol- 
tow them; wherever 0 lead him: T his/right, 
he hath in common with evety other citifen. 


As the head of a family he ſhould 8 Fa o 
pricſt in his own houle, by endeavoring tobring 
up his children. in the burture, and admonition. 
of the Lord. hs 

Py 

As a magifrate he ſhould be as a nurſk3 
ther to. the. church of @hriſt, by prote&ing. 
the peaccable-members of it from injury s Sn 
count of religion ; ; and by ſecuring to them the: 
yainterrupted enjoyment of equal religictis Ii 
berty. The authority by which he a&s h& | 
rives alike from all. the people, conſequently he 
ſhould exerciſe that authority equally top the be» 
nefit of all, withour any reſpe to their differ 
religious principles. They have an undofabr 
right to demand it. Y:- 


its happineſs. This the wider will ſtuy to 
promote. | And this he may reaſonably expe 
upon the plan propoſed, of a juſt and equal 
treatment of all the cutizens, 


EY * \ 
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+4 4. R 
fel: 


on a an. ” 
* , 


An Elton Sermon. 
For though chriſtians may contend amongſt 


Ft mſelves & their religious differences, they 

nll all unite to promote the good" of the'com- 
munity, becauſe jt is their intereſt, ſo long as 
they al enjoy the bleflings of a free, and cqual 

Fac niviftration of government. X 


"ON K other hand, if the magiſtrate F<firous 
: zecquality of the ſubjeRs of the ſtate on account 
; of religion, he violates a fundamental principle of 
Ta free government, eſtabliſhes ſeparate interctsin 
It, and lays a foundation for difaffeRion to rulers, 
ad endleſs quarrels among the people. 


Happy. are the inhabitants of 'that common 
wealth, in which every man fits under his vine 


1 and fip-trec, having none to' make him afraid — 
In which all arc prozedted, but none eftubliſhed ! 


$ PrxMIT me on this occaſion "to introduce 
F the words of the Rey. Dr. Chauncy, whoſe age 
Tand, experience add weight to his 'ſcntiments; 
$'* We are, fays this gentleman, in principle a- 
'$ gainſt all civil eſtabliſhments in religion. -We 
"defire not, and fuppoſe we have no right do de- 
© 7 fire, the interpoſition of the ſtate to eſtabliſh our 
© | ſentiments in religion, or the manner in which 
4 © we would cadres them—lIrt does not indeed ap- 
$ pear to us, that God has entruſted the ſtate with 
Tia right to make religiovs cſtabliſFmenis.” And 
| after obſervinÞ, that if one ſtate has this right, 
ul ſtates have the ſave right, he adds, **And as 
muſt ſcycrall 


be ſuppoſed to exert this 
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authority, in_ eſtabliſhments conformable t5.theif 
own ſentiments in religion ; what can the-gvnſe 
quence be, but infinite damage to the cg 
God and true religion ? And ſuch in ff has 
deen the conſequence of theſe eſtabliſhments ml 
all ages, | and-in all places. What abſur ities 
in ſentiment, and ridiculous follies, nor-$1 ſay! 
groſs immoralities, in praQice, have not:;bcen 
eſtabliſhed by the civil power in ſome or ot 
the nations of the world ? F bY 


| a .- 

To which I take the liberty ta add the fols 
lowing paſſage. of a very ingenious authivt,” ® 
* The moment any religion becomes ' nat 
or eſtabliſhed, its purity. muſt certainly bei 
becauſe ir\is impoſſible to keep 'it unconiti#Rec 
with men's intereſts ; and if conneted, itmuſt 
incvitaoly be perverted by them.—A gain,” That 
very order of men, whoare maintained to ſufpore 
its intereſts, wilt facrifice them to their owti- 
By degrees knaves will join them, fools beweve: 
them, and cowards be atraid of them ; and hav- 
ing gained. fo conſiderable a part of the writ 
to their intereſts, they will cre& an independent! 
dominion. among themſelves, dangerous tothe 
libertics of mankind ; and repreſenting all &f& 
who. oppoſe. their tyranny, as God's enew *$, 
teach it to he meriterious-in his ſight to perſei \t 
thera in this world, - and damn them in anot 
Hence muſt ariſe Hirearehies, loquiſitiorfs &d. 
Popery ; far popery is bur the conſummation of 
| 
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| mot tyranty which every religious ſyſtem in the 
F hands of men is in perpetual purfuit of.” _ 


IT is well known to this reſpe&able aſſembly, 
F that chriſtianity flouriſhed remarkably for the 
# ſpace of three hundred years after the aſcenſion 
# of Chriſt, amidſt the hotreſt and moſt bloody 
# perſecutions, -and when the powers of the 
# world were againſt it ; and began to decline im- 
+ mediately upon its being made a /cgal eftabli/h: 
© ment by Conſtantine, the firſt chriſtian emperot; 
# Who heaped upon it his ill-judged favors, and 
Fintroduced a train of evils which the bad not 


deſigned. 


# Tux preachers of this divine religion were nd 
IF fooner taken into the favor of the prince,” and 
© their ſentiments! eftabliſhed by law, than they 
® began' to quarrel who ſhould be the greateſt ; 
and anathematized one another. —Every ' mari 
*F who has read the hiſtory of the four firſt gene- 
EE ral councils, is fully ſatisfied of the truth of theſe 


| remarks. 


TE Stix then, chriſtianity made its way -ifi 
© the beginning, when the powers of the world 
EE were apainſt ir, let us chearfully Teave it to the 
FE force of its own evidence, and to the care of its 
Fi adorable author ; while we {trialy attend to all 
thole means, which he hath raved for the 
propagation of it.- The miniſters of Chrift are 
macicularly called. upon to preach the word, to 


An Elefion Sermon. 


people publich, and from houſe to houſe ; always 
encouraging themſelves with that gracious pro» > 
miſe, ' Lo, 1 'am with you alway, even unto\Fhe_ 
_ end of the world. — 


UeoN the whole, I think itis a plain, as welt ax 
a very important trath, that the church of Chy 
and, a common-wealth are eſſentially. differeat: | 
The one is|a religious ſociety, of which Chriſttis 
the ſole head, and which he. gathers out of the 
world, in common, by the diſpenſation of Es 
goſpel, governs by his laws in all matters of res 
gion, a compleat code of which we have in the 
ſacred ſcriptures; and preſerves it by his power: 


THE. other is a crv4/ ſociety, originating wit ! 
the people, and deſigned to promote their tem 
poral mtereſts. Which is governed by. men 
whoſe authority. is derived from their fellowiy” 
citizens, and confined to the affairs of this world 


In ' this view of the matter, the line apa *F 
to me to be fairly drawn, between the things. 
that belong to Ceſar, and the things that belong: 
i God. The magiſtrate is to goyery the fates - 
ard Chriſt is to govern the church. The former: 2? 
will find buſineſs enough in the complex affairs of 


; a 
% 
P 


goverhment, to employ all his time and abilities.,* 


- 


The latter 1s infinitely ſufficient to manage his'-: 


3 


own kingdom without foreign aid. my 


THvs havel conſidered the important prin- #. 
ciples of civil and reJigious liberty, according to YZ - 
| that 


* that ability which God hath given ; and with a 


-_—_— 
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freedom that becomes a cirizen, when calle 
upon,” 'at a moſt critical period, to ad'refs the 
Rulers of a free people :. whoſe patriotic minds, 
it is taken for granted, would at once defpiſe the 


Aanguage of adulacion. 


Ix order to-compleat a ſyſtem of government, 


" and to be conſiſtent with ourſelves, it appears to 


me that we ought to baniſh from among vsthat 
cruel praQice, which has long prevailed, of re- 
ducing to a ſtate of ſlavery for life, the free-born 
Africans.* bk) 


Thx Deity hath beſtowed upon. them and us 


"the ſame natural rights as men ; and hath aſſigned 


to them a part of the globe for their reſidence. 
Bur mankind, urged by thoſe paſſions which de- 


*baſe'the human mind, have purſued them to their 


native country ; and by fomenring $4 among 


"them, that they ' might ſecure the priſoners; or 


employing villains to decoy the unwary, have 
filled their ſhips with the unfortunate captives ; 
dragged them from their tendereſt conneRions, 
and tranſported them to difſerent parts of the 
225i | | earth, 


+ Congreſs early in the controverſy with Great-Britain, pro- 
teſted againſt the Slave*trade io the following reſolve : 


Secondly. We will neither -import nor purchaſe any faves im- 
'*ported after the firſt day of December -next ; afrer which time 
we will <vholly diſcontinue the ave trade ; and will neither 
be concerned in it ourſelves, nor will we hire our veſſels, nor 
fell our commodities or manufaftures to thaſe who are c0n- 
cerned in it, 


6 # 


you, do ye to them likewiſe, the abolition of 
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earth, to be hewers of wood, and drawer of 
wacer, till death ſhall end their painful captif: W- 


To reconcile this nefarious traffic with reafon, 
humanity, religion, or the principles ,of a free 
government, in my view, requires...an uncle 
mon addreſs. 


* &Y 


SHOULD we make the caſe our own, and 4 
agreeable to that excellent rule of our. blet# 
Lord, whatever ye would that men ſhould da P 


diſgraceful prattice would take place. 34 


NoRk can 1 conceive that we ſhall act a & 
ſiſtent part, till we brand this ſpecies of tyrany 
with perpetual infamy. Shall 'we hold the wel 
in ;one-.hand.to defend . our juſt rights;as mz; (ie. 
and graſpchains. with the: other to enflave tae 
inhabitants of Africa ?—Forbid it. heaven 5 | 


Forbid it all the free-born ſons of this. welttr 
world !—— | 


=o 2 
bY ; 


OL 


May the year of jubilee ſoon arrive, w 
Africa ſhall caſt the look 'of grarittide to th 


happy regions, for the TOTAL EMA NCIPATION . 
HER SONs |ſ-—— ry s 


Tars matter, . among . others, . deſerves it's 
ſcrious attention of our Honorable Rulers, | g 
whom their fellow-citizens have repoſed unc Fi 
mon confidence, which is apparent in _callits- 
. | E 2 thety” 


: 
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1 em forth to public ſervice at ſuch a difficulr 
# period as this ; which undoubtedly calls for the 
& united exertjons of the greateſt abilities. 


\ 


THnt- voice of the' people is, as mentioned 
before, and the importange of the matter "ok 
fies the repetiiion-of ir#T ſay, the voice of the 
people is;*that government ſhould pay their firſt 
® attention to the war, 1f America js reſpettable 
- ir the ficld,” the greater will, be the proſpect of 
ſucceſs in arms, and of an honorable peace. 


LtT us not amuſe ourſelves with a proſpe&t 
# of peace, and in conſequence thereof abate in 
© our. preparations for the war. Ifswe ſhould, 
# it may prove greatly injurious to the freedom 
ard glory of this Ris1NG EMPIRE. 

E _ BvrT it is not for me to attempt to ſpecify the 
$ weighty affairs, which, during the courſe of the 
W preſent year, and particularly of © the preſent 
#7 fſſion, are likely to'come before the Honorable 
+ Gentlemen, who have this day called us to'the 
* place of public worſhip, God grant unto them 
' that. wiſdom that is from above ! 


{  WHiLe tranſating public buſineſs, may they 
= remember, that Jehovah fandeth m the \congre- 
© gation of 4he mighty ; and judgeth among the gods. 
Under the influence of this ſolemn copſideration, 
may the eleQtions gf this day be conducted. This 
© being the caſe, every eleftor, before he gives his 


# vorc for any perſon to fit in Council, wi 


: 
7 
\ 
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pains 


Il rake 


——_— 
— 


—— 


g *\ Q of / g 
- * a "i 


An _Ei:810n: Sermons. 
pains to. ſatisfy himſelf, whether he poſſeſſes 1&4 


- 
*« 


qualifications that are, neceſſary tor. fo cxaltedy 
ſtati9i”-, Such as wiſdom, . virtue, firmneſs, arg 
an. unfeigned love of his. covntry. ; Tried frienes; © 
deſerve the prefercnce : An. experience:of whols.. 
capacity and fidelity in times. paſt, recommend, 


e< = 
I 


them as worthy of preſent confidence. +4 


q 
* 


To' the:direRion' of unerring wifdofs we come: 
} mit both branches of «the Honorable "Court's: 
heartily wiſhingthatthey may condu& themſelvet” 
In every reſpe&,.as thoſe who are'to'be-accounta 5 
ble to God the judge of -aN. - Thus will they eng 


og? 
ad 


joy the teſtimony \ of conſcience; andimay"expet! 
to be accepted of the multirude of their brethrene; 


- 


ever divided into-fe@ts- and parties, * are entitled 1 | 
preciſcly to the ſame rights,” it becomes them to q 
reſt contented with that*equal condition, nor to. 1 
wiſh for pre-eminence. Rather they ſhould rejoice * 


to ſee all men as free,and as happy as themſelves. :! 


In fine.” Secing the body of chriſtians, hows: 
{| 


| THry ſhould ſtudy to imbibe” more of the 
ſpirit of their divine Maſter, to love as brethren, 4 
and.to preſerve the unity-of _the. ſpirit inthe. = 
bonds of peace, In the preſent ſtate of igno- * 
rance and prejudice they cannot expet to fee y 
eye. to eye. There will be & yariety of opinions 
and modes of worthip among the diſciples of the 
ſame Lord ; men equally honeſt, pious, and i 
{calible, while they remain in this world of im- Y 

pertedtian. * 


- 
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| perfeRtion. | ' Let them therefore be faithFul ts 

ty reſpedtive prineiples, and kind, and forbear- 
| towards one another, Their chief | ſtudy 
Bala be'to advinte the cauſe of morality and 
ks i th- world ; and by their good works 
& vlorify their Father who | is in heaven. 


-/TH8Y are td be ſubject: to: the civil magiſtrate, 
nat only for. wrath, but alſo for conſcience fake ; 
_ and. ta pray for all who) are. in anihbority, that 
- wader "them they may: lead a quiet and peaceable 
" bife, in ' all: gadlineſs and* bonefly. F ky l "Te 
99d » and acceptable in the ele of God. Ta 
whom be gloty' far ever. 
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